St. Francis School

October 2019
October is a very special month for the staff and children of
Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic School. Saint Francis reminds us of important virtues we teach to the children. Francis
was a person who showed us that what is important in life is
not what we own, but who we are. We are the children of a
loving father, the brothers and sisters of Jesus, constantly inFATHER PAT
spired by the Holy Spirit. God has bestowed on us many free
gifts and Francis shows us how to appreciate them all. Francis rejoiced in the beauty of God’s awesome universe. He cherished God’s beautiful
animals. He loved every one of God’s children.
It feels like Autumn outside! During October we celebrate Fire
Prevention Week and were visited by fireman from the SA
Fire Department who spoke to the students about fire safety.
Our annual active shooter drill will occur on October 10th.
During the drill teachers practice keeping their students safe
in the event of an emergency. Ongoing safety drills enabled
MRS. SIKORA
us to react quickly last month when faced with an adult who
entered the church with a firearm. Bringing a firearm onto
school property is a felony, and the man has been charged. Father Pat and I appeared for the man’s hearing, which was waived, and the case will be presented to a
grand jury in the upcoming months. The man is prohibited from entering parish property. Going forward, church doors opening into the school hallway are locked during
school hours with safety devices added as an additional layer of protection.
I am excited to see all of the 2nd – 5th grade students reaching their reading goal! The
students often ask me, “When are we going to Dairy Queen?” The answer is October
23rd. Way to go readers!
Congratulations to all students with perfect uniform checks during September. Students with 100% received an additional recess period.
The teachers and I have been participating in a variety of professional development
opportunities to help us provide the best education possible for your children. We are
working to create “Growth Mindsets” in our students to help them view challenges as

opportunities. We are all benefiting from the lessons learned, as even adults can become frustrated from time to time. Our teachers are the best of the best, and I am so
proud of their dedication to the students. They put in tremendous amounts of time
and effort – thank you teachers!
Our first Family Hot Dog Day was a huge success, and I thank the PTO officers for
providing a delicious lunch for our wonderful families. During Hot Dog Day children
and families also enjoyed shopping at the Farmer’s Market. We received a grant
through WVU Extension Services to provide students with vouchers for the produce.
The Chess Club received an impressive turnout. We have to purchase more chess
boards! Thank you coach Daniel!
Basketball season will begin soon. Look for information soon!
Good Samaritans—September
The Good Samaritan Award is given to a child who shows concern for his/her
classmates.

K-2: Brock Collins

3-5: Maddie Arthur

Best Dressed Award
Students who received 100% uniform compliance in September received an extra
recess period. Congratulations!

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!
RenWeb
Our school management system, RenWeb, provides assignment and grade information for students in grades 1-5. Kindergarten is skill based, and does not have
assignments. To gain access, please set up an account:
 Go to: www.renweb.com
 Select “Logins”
 Select Parent Web Login
 Create a New Parents Web Account
 District Code: SFA-WV
 Enter email address, and then select “Create Account”

MRS. LAGO

The children have been very busy exploring and learning
about balls. We bounced, rolled, and even painted with balls
last month. We also loved reciting our Nursery Rhyme Humpty Dumpty and our tongue twister -”Big Balls bounce before breakfast.” We have also been counting and learning to
recognize our names.

In October we will be doing our Tubes and Tunnels Study. We will also build letters
with our new Magnetic Letter Builders. We will also continue to sing and dance with
GoNoodle. Our Nursery Rhyme for this month is “The Itsy Bitsy Spider”. We are looking forward to Our Halloween celebration on October 31 @1:00 in our classroom.
We have been moving right along in our classroom! We have
been studying our units on Balls, Tubes, and Tunnels. The
children are learning so much by investigating and exploring
their environments at school and home. They also love learning about letters and our weekly Show and Tell. Thank you to
my parents for helping them pick out a show and tell
MS. BURNS
weekly! We now have a “Leader of the Day” who helps to
demonstrate our classroom and school rules. We will all take
turns having this special job, and so far we have had some fabulous leaders!
Our Family Hot Dog Day and Family Celebration was a huge success. The children
loved eating with a family member. Thank you to everyone who came and spent time
with us. It means a lot to both the teachers and the children to spend time together! We are looking forward to a fun Halloween Celebration in a few weeks, and
we appreciate all of our parents for their care and involvement. Thank you so much!
September has flown by and we are getting excited for
October. This month we will work on the letters D, E, F, G,
and H. We will also visit the land of dinosaurs, celebrate Fall,
talk about fire safety, and learn important safety tips. It will be
a busy month!
The preschoolers are looking forward to Oktoberfest
and our Halloween party in a few weeks! We will be sending home information soon, so please check folders for details. A big thank you to
Kaitlynn Cottrill, for being our homeroom mom!
MRS. SHREWSBURY

We would like to wish Evelyn Winiesdorffer and Sadie Palmer very Happy
October Birthday!

Welcome Fall!! We are all adjusting well to kindergarten. Students have been busy learning letters and sounds in phonics
and they have begun reading small words. This week students will bring home their first decodable reader. Please
have the students read the decodable reader books daily and
initial the calendar on the back. Thank you in advance for
MRS. LOPEZ
your help. In Math, we are making AB patterns, sorting
shapes by color and shape, writing our numbers, and a lot
more! In Science, we will be going on our first nature walk this week to collect leaves
for leaf rubbings.
A few dates to remember: Family Hot Dog Day October 17th, Oktoberfest on October
19th, School Book Fair October 21st-25th, and Halloween Parade and Party October
25th. For Oktoberfest each class is responsible for one basket to be bid on during
Oktoberfest. Our class basket theme is WVU. If you can donate, please send in any
WVU item to add to our class basket. Thank you and Let’s Goooo Mountaineers! We
would like to wish Joellen a very Happy Birthday this month!!

MS. POTTER

The first graders will be reading Jack and the Wolf and How
Animals Communicate. They have many new vocabulary
words to learn with each story. Thank you for reviewing the
words on their homework each evening. Please go over the
reading tests and worksheets with your child too. The students
will be working on comprehension skills by identifying the setting, characters, details, and sequence of the stories.

Speaking of reading, the first graders are doing a great job learning to take Accelerated Reader tests. Mrs. Burgroff will be helping the students take their AR tests on
Friday afternoons. If you would like to see if the books you are reading at home are
worth AR points, visit ARbookfind.com and type in the title and author. Just send the
information to school and your child can take tests on the books.
The students have been practicing the double facts by singing the “Doubles Rap” and
using Wrap Ups. The children have been acting out math stories to show addition
and subtraction problems and drawing pictures to show the stories. They have also
been counting pennies and learning to identify ordinal positions.
In Religion, the children will be learning the Scripture story about the Good Samaritan
and discussing ways they can be a good neighbor. They will also be reading about
Commandments and learning that these are laws to help us live as God wants. We
will discuss how Jesus taught us to love God, ourselves, and others.
Thank you to those who signed up for ClassDojo! If you haven’t signed up, please let

me know if you need me to resend your password information. The students are excited about earning points! Their weekly goal for the month of October is ten points.
I’m very proud of the students for bringing in items for The Caring Kids! Thank you
parents for your generous donations! These items will help Christ’s Kitchen feed
many people in our community.
Please remember to send in items for our Oktoberfest basket! The theme for first
grade is Italian. I know it will be a big hit at Octoberfest!

MS. GRISHABER

Welcome all things fall and spooky! This month we will continue to focus on reaching our AR goals. We are almost to
100% for the whole class. We have gained a lot of independence and are able to do a lot of fun activities now that we are
in a routine and know our expectations. All of our content
areas are progressing and I am really proud of their hard
work!

I have been sending out DoJo messages regarding Scholastic Book orders and I am
so thankful for you all using our class code. Soon, I will start sending home information regarding Baptism, First Reconciliation, and First Communion. I want to be as
prepared as possible so we do not feel rushed. I will continue to use DoJo for updates, individual communication, and sharing some fun pictures. I hope that you are
liking the app and know that I check it frequently and try to respond ASAP.
Please feel free to reach out to me through DoJo, email (egrishaber@sfswv.com), or
by calling the school (304-727-5690).
Happy October! We have been working hard in third grade.
We are almost finished with our Informational Writing Pieces
and are in the proofreading/editing stages. Our math is going
well and we are right on schedule. Please begin practicing
easy multiplication at home (2s, 5s, 10s, and 7s), as we will
begin the second quarter with those. In Reading, we are enjoyMRS. FORRESTER ing all of the informational texts in our series, as well as reading on our own and taking AR quizzes. I have allowed the students (who may not have access to a computer at home, or who are busy bees) to
come to my room some mornings before school to work on these. This is only for
those who have not yet met their goal for the quarter!
We are still collecting our items for Caring Kids. A HUGE thank you to everyone who
has generously donated! The students are excited to tally them up each day. Please
let me know if you have any questions or concerns. I am completely loving the third
grade so far, and I hope you all are too!

Welcome Fall! Fourth grade students have become
well adjusted to the routines in our classroom.
The students work diligently on their chrome books
with Reading , Spelling, and Math. Next week we will begin
Google classroom. We have been touring the United States
and learning the capitals along the way.
MRS. MARTIN
We began our month with the Feast of the Guardian
Angels followed by the Feast of St. Francis
with beautiful lessons from Fr. Pat. We are looking forward to the Scholastic Book
Fair, Oktoberfest, and our Halloween parade and party. The sixteenth will mark the
end of the first nine weeks. This will be the last day the student’s will be able to reach
their AR goal. Please continue to encourage them to read every evening and test on
books when finished reading. A reminder, AR counts as a reading test grade and
each student could benefit from their AR grade.
Every day is exciting in fourth grade and I feel blessed to have a class that is so
eager to learn.
Wow! September has flown by! October is going to be another
busy month for the fifth graders. We will be continuing to learn
about our country and forefathers in Social Studies. In Math
we will be dividing into fractions! I encourage all parents to
please practice multiplication facts with their child every night.
MS. S

Here are some helpful sites that the students can use to
strengthen their skills in all subjects, in a fun environment!
www.sumdog.com and www.arcademics.com.

October 2019 Events
Choir Every Wednesday 2:45-3:30pm
Mass Every Thursday Grades K-5
Wednesday, October 2nd – Pictures for both Collaborative Classes & MWF Traditional PK
Thursday, October 3rd – Feast of St. Francis Mass 8:15am – Children are to
bring a stuffed animal to be blessed, labeled with their name.
Thursday, October 3rd – Pictures for Grades K-5 & T/TH Traditional PK
Friday, October 4th – Jeans Day – Early Dismissal @ 12:00am – Lunch will be
served.
Thursday, October 10th—PTO Meeting @ 7:30 am
Friday, October 11th – Popcorn Day
Thursday, October 17th – Family Hot Dog Day for All Classes
Grades K&1
11:00-11:30
Gym
All PK Classes 11:30-12:00
Cafeteria
Grades 2-5
12:00-12:30
Gym
th
Friday, October 18 – Jeans Day
Saturday, October 19th – Oktoberfest 11:00am-3:00pm
Monday, October 21st – Friday, October 25th – Book Fair
Friday, October 25th – FREE Jeans Day
Friday, October 25th – Early Dismissal at 11:30am for Halloween Parade. ASC
will be available. Meet back on the playground at 1:00 for the Halloween Parade and Classroom Parties for Grades K-5.
Monday, October 28th – Fundraiser Orders & Payments Due

