St. Francis School

October 2018
From The Principal—Mrs. Sikora
I was so happy to see the overwhelming turnout for our Grandparents’ Mass and
Brunch. We received many compliments about the event. A BIG thank you to Father
Chapin for celebrating Mass and to Jessica Davis and Kathy Shomo for coordinating
the brunch!
Thank you to our school families for the amazing support of the PTO fundraiser. The
final numbers are not in yet, but it appears we are breaking all records! The PTO
helps the students in so many ways, sponsoring field trips, purchasing technology
and playground equipment. For example, this summer the PTO financed the new
school bus playset on the preschool playground.
As part of our efforts to be prepared for emergency situations, we are coordinating
with KCS security officers a safety drill. Teachers have been
trained to evacuate the building if the situation is safe, so some
teachers and students may actually climb out of a classroom
window. We expect to carry out our drill in October.
As we ‘fall’ into autumn, I wish everyone a blessed season.

A whole new, easy way to support St Francis School! You already love Amazon.
Now you can use AmazonSmile to give 0.5% of your purchases to St Francis School.
This is a great way for out of town family and friends to contribute, too! Visit the link
below to get started and add it to your bookmarks. There is no additional cost to you!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/55-0401702

Good Samaritans—September

K-2: Austin Holstein

3-5: Jilli Arthur

The Good Samaritan Award is given to a child who shows
concern for his/her classmates. Keep up the great work!
Best Dressed
Congratulations to the students who received a 100% in uniform compliance in
September. They enjoyed their extra recess time!
RenWeb
Our school management system, RenWeb, provides assignment and grade information for students in grades 1-5. Kindergarten is skill based, and does not have
assignments. To gain access, please set up an account:
 Go to: www.renweb.com
 Select “Logins”
 Select Parent Web Login
 Create a New Parents Web Account
 District Code: SFA-WV
 Enter email address, and then select “Create Account”
FUNDRAISING FUN!
At St. Francis School we offer families a variety of fundraisers which are designed to
appeal to everyone. Please do not feel obligated to support every fundraiser, but rather choose the ones that best help your family.
Please help St. Francis School raise money by participating in the Kroger’s
Community Rewards Program. This does not interfere with your gas points or any discounts. Every time you swipe your Kroger “Plus” card (or input your phone
number) a percentage from your purchase will go back to St. Francis, so if you’re shopping there anyway, it’s a great way to help the school.
To sign up go to www.kroger.com/communityrewards.
The St. Francis Organization Number is 80360. If you
have enrolled in the past, to continue donating you
must re-enroll once in August or later in 2018. If you
are having trouble registering, please call 1-800-5764377, option 3. Also, feel free to call the school office (304) 727-5690 and we will be happy to help.

Preschool-Mrs. Lago
Wow, it’s October already. We have been very busy learning about balls and
water pipes. We bounced, threw, kicked, passed, rolled and inflated balls. We also
had fun exploring and learning about water pipes.
This month we will investigate wheels and practice writing or tracing first names.
The children are using the things we learned about balls in our discussions about
wheels. One examples is “Wheels roll like balls.” I am so proud of them. Please see
our class dojo Newsletter for more information. Halloween Celebration is Wednesday
October 31, 2017 @ 1:00 (please wear your costume to school).
Preschool-Ms. Burns
We have been moving right along in our classroom! We have been studying our units
on Balls, Water Pipes, and Wheels. The children are learning so much by investigating and exploring their environments at school and home. They also love the letter of
the week and weekly Show and Tell. Thank you to my parents for helping them pick
out a show and tell weekly! We now have a “Leader of the Day” who helps to demonstrate our classroom and school rules. We will all take turns having this special job,
and so far we have had some fabulous leaders!
Our Family Hot Dog Day and Family Celebration was a huge success. The children
loved eating with a family member. Thank you to everyone who came and spent time
with us. It means a lot to both the teachers and the children to spend time together!
We are looking forward to a fun Halloween Celebration in a few weeks, and we appreciate all of our parents for their care and involvement. Thank you so much!
Preschool-Mrs. Shrewsbury
Happy Fall! We have many fun activities planned for October. We will visit the
land of the dinosaurs, collect leaves, paint pumpkins, and learn important safety tips
during Fire Prevention week. We will also work on the letters D, E, F and G. The preschoolers are excited for Oktoberfest and our Halloween party later this month.
A special thank you to our homeroom parent volunteers!
We would like to wish Joellen Latimer, Cameron Abbott, Lilah Proffitt, Abraham
Broyles and Evelyn Winiesdorffer a very Happy Birthday this month!

Kindergarten—Mrs. Lopez
Welcome Fall!! We are all adjusting well to kindergarten. Students have began bringing home words from our phonics lessons to practice, and decodable readers begin
this week. Please have the students read the decodable reader books daily and initial
the calendar on the back. Thank you in advance for your help. In Math, we are making AB patterns, sorting shapes by color and shape, writing our numbers, and a lot
more! In Science, we will be going on our first nature walk this week to collect leaves
for leaf rubbings.
A few dates to remember: family hot dog day October 18th, school book fair October
22nd-26th, Halloween parade and party October 26th, Oktoberfest October 27th 11-3,
and Gritt’s Farm field trip on October 31sr, We would like to wish Journey a very happy birthday this month!!
First Grade News—Ms. Potter
Happy fall from the First Grade Class!
The first graders will be reading How Animals Communicate and A Musical Day. They
have many new vocabulary words to learn with each story. Thank you for reviewing
the words on their homework each evening. Please go over the reading tests and
worksheets with your child too. The students will be working on comprehension skills
by identifying the setting, characters, details, and sequence of the stories.
The students have been practicing the double facts by singing the “Doubles Rap” and
using Wrap Ups. The children have been acting out math stories to show addition
and subtraction problems and drawing pictures to show the stories. They have also
been counting pennies and learning to identify ordinal positions.
In Religion, the children will be learning the Scripture story about the Good Samaritan
and discussing ways they can be a good neighbor. They will also be reading about
Commandments and learning that these are laws to help us live as God wants. We
will discuss how Jesus taught us to love God,
ourselves, and others.
Thank you to those who signed up for ClassDojo!
If you haven’t signed up, please let me know if you
need me to resend your password information.
The students are excited about earning their
points! During the month of October, the students
who earn ten or more points will be able to get a
treat from our Halloween box.

Second Grade News—Ms. Grishaber
I can’t believe it is already October! I love this time of year and especially enjoy the
weather. Time is flying and we are having so much fun along the way. This is a super
busy month for us and we are more than ready for it. We are going to begin writing a
class cookbook this month so that it can be sent home around the beginning of November. This is going to be a great project that we have already started discussing, I
encourage them to talk with you about some recipes that they might want to use. This
will be a writing, typing, creative project that will take some time to complete. It will be
well worth it! We will be having a great time with some spooky themed activities in the
classroom. Science is a huge hit and so is the STEM room, Halloween is a great time
to be using these subjects and really doing some creative stuff. I am sure that making
slime will be unavoidable.

Class DoJo is still being used quite regularly. Each student has a parent connected
and that is great. It is so easy to communicate this way and see how your child is doing. I am excited for fall sports and getting to come out and support the kids! I have
asked that you send me a scheduled or update me every once in a while so that I can
try to attend their games.
We have quite a few important dates for this month. October 10th is National Walk to
School Day. We will be meeting the students at the Save-A-Lot parking lot and Jeff
Lucas from SAPD plus another officer will be attending as well to ensure our safety.
Jeff will also be visiting our classroom to speak to the students and say hello, he will
be a great resource for our class! Picture day is October 11th, the 26th is an early out
and the Halloween Parade, and the Gritt’s field trip is on the 31st.
There are other dates to look at on the back of your orange calendar as well. As always, feel free to send me a message on DoJo or
email me at egrishaber@sfswv.com any time. Talk to you soon!

Third Grade News—Mr. Swalley
In the past years, the third grade class (Caring Kids) has collected donations each
month for Christ's Kitchen in St. Albans. Mrs. Maruish volunteered her husband to
take the donations to Christ's Kitchen, however, I would greatly appreciate it if a classroom parent would volunteer to be in contact with the staff at Christ's Kitchen each
month to find out what donations they need and to create flyers to send home at the
beginning of the month. If you'd be willing to help us out, I'd greatly appreciate it.
Very soon, we will be moving on and working on our 5-9 multiplication facts. I feel we
have a very solid grasp on our 0-4 facts and am very proud of how quickly they have
picked them up!
Looking forward to a great October!

Fourth Grade News—Mrs. Martin
Wow! Hard to believe October is here. Fourth Grade students have become welladjusted to the routines of our classroom. I am very pleased with their progress.
We have a very busy month ahead. Picture Day, fundraiser delivery, Gritt’s Farm, Talent Show auditions, Oktoberfest, Book Fair, and our Halloween Parade and party.
Please see the back of our lunch menu for dates and details.
The first quarter of the school year ends on October 17. This will be the last day your
child is able to earn AR points toward achieving their first quarter goal. Please continue to encourage them to read every evening and test on books when finished reading. A reminder, AR counts as a reading test grade and each student could benefit
from their AR grade.
Have a wonderful October!
Fifth Grade News—Ms. S.
Wow! September has flown by! October is going to be another busy month for the fifth
graders. We will be continuing to learn about our country and forefathers in Social
Studies. In Math we will be diving into fractions! I encourage all parents to please
practice multiplication facts with their child every night. Here are some helpful sites
students can use to strengthen their skills in all subjects, in a fun environment
www.sumdog.com and www.arcademics.com.

The fifth graders will be fundraising for a memorial in honor of our beloved Mr. Coffman. He was a pillar at our school and he will be dearly missed by the students. Many
prayers and blessings sent for him and his family.

