St. Francis School
November 2020 Newsletter
Pastor’s Message - Father Pat
This month we all celebrate the Feast of Thanksgiving. Staff
and children of our Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic school
family join together with the people of our beloved country to
praise God for His many blessings. This year, like the first
Thanksgiving, has been a very difficult time. We have been
tested to the core of hearts. Families, staff, children of Saint
Francis have learned the most important lessons of life. In trying
times God is with us and by His help we survive. By the Grace
of God in our hearts, we find the courage to become strong. As
Christians we possess the Sacred Wisdom of the bible. As Saint
Paul writes “When we are weak, we are strong.” We might be
faltering, but, the power of God never fails within us. Thus, this
year, we thank God for his Divine presence in our lives during
these challenging times.

From Our Principal - Mrs. Sikora
Good Samaritans:
K-2 Ethan Knapp
3-5 Anastasia Pauley
Good Samaritans are selected based on demonstrated charity
to others. This month’s winners were recognized by Mrs.
Sikora, Mrs. Oxley, Ms. Grishaber and Ms. Lodge.
Congratulations Ethan and Anastasia

With our first month of in-person learning completed, I would like to
thank everyone for taking precautions to ensure the safety of all. We
have been very blessed by our families who quarantine if they have
been exposed to the virus. These steps have helped prevent the
spread of the virus, thereby allowing our doors to remain open. In the
event COVID numbers rise and we must switch to remote learning,
rest assured that we are prepared to transition, and Crisis Care will be
available.
I want to thank all members of our Saint Francis family who served in
the military. We appreciate your service, and wish you a relaxing and
safe Veteran’s Day.

Uniform checks: During November, we will begin uniform checks for
students in grades K-5. If you have any questions, please refer to our
dress code on the school site: sfswv.com.
Inclement weather: School closures and delays will be texted to
families via Parent Alerts. If school is closed, students in grades K-5
will have remote instruction 8am - 12pm. Daycare will not be offered.
In the event a 2-hour delay is called, before school care will begin at
9:00am. K-5 students will arrive 9:30 - 9:45am, Collaborative
preschool students will arrive 10:10-10:15am, and Ms. Libby’s class
will be cancelled.
Lastly, we are in the process of planning Christmas celebrations for
the students. This year will be different from previous years as we can
not gather in large groups. We will share information as we receive it.
I wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving holiday. Don’t eat too much
turkey!!

Preschool- Ms. Libby

 We are off to a great start! The preschoolers are doing a wonderful

job learning the rules of the classroom and settling into a routine. In
November we will learn why animals hibernate, turkeys, and the first
Thanksgiving. We will also work on the letters E, F and G, and continue to
focus on our scissor skills, shapes and counting.
A big thank you to all the preschool families for contributing to our
Halloween craft and treat bags! The children were thrilled with all of the
goodies!
We are looking forward to participating in Operation Christmas
Child and helping fill the shoeboxes for children in need. I would like to
wish everyone a very happy and blessed Thanksgiving!

Preschool - Ms. Burns

We are moving right along here in preschool! We have been busy learning
our numbers and letters, along with our study starters of “Balls” and
“Signs”. We are learning how to take turns, share, and work together. We
are also working on making and extending patterns. We are excited for the
upcoming holidays, and look forward to doing many fun activities in the
classroom. Thank you to all of our parents for their cooperation and
support! Ms. Cindy and I appreciate you all very much!

Preschool - Ms. High

Wow! November is already here. We have been busy exploring balls in
October. The children loved bouncing and playing with various types of
balls and singing “Take Me Out To The Ball Game”. Our classroom
Halloween party was a great success. The children all looked so wonderful
in their costumes. This month we will be doing our Simple Machines &
Exercise Study and identifying healthy foods that give our body energy. We
will continue using GoNoodle and exploring the Minds in Motion maze for
some fun gross motor practice. We will also explore simple elevators,
conveyor belts, and inclined planes. We will continue to practice tracing
and writing our first names. Keep counting with your children and practice
naming the letters of the alphabet. After Thanksgiving Break we will begin
our Box Study. I would like to wish a very Happy November Birthday to
Marlee, MaKayden, Tyus, and Gia!

Kindergarten - Mrs. Lopez
Welcome fall!! We have been busy in the classroom learning letter sounds and
blending those together to read words. We are also doing a lot of handwriting
and journal writing, I am seeing a lot of progress! We are learning new math
concepts and practicing math with Jiji on ST Math. Students have begun
bringing home phonics books. Please read these with your child daily. Learning
to read takes a lot of practice, practice, practice!

I would like to thank all the parents that sent in items for our Halloween treat
bags, I know the kids enjoyed them! We will begin collecting items for Operation
Christmas Child boxes. The students watched a video about the ministry and saw
kids receiving a filled box. Our goal is to make one box for a girl and one box for a
boy. Thanks in advance for your support.

We have a lot of important dates in November, please remember we will have a
zoom class on Tuesday, November 3rd (daycare is available) and we will not
have school on Wednesday, November 11th in observance of Veteran’s day (no
daycare). We will have parent-teacher zoom conferences on Wednesday,
November 25th. We will be sending home more information soon. We will not
have school on November 26-27 for Thanksgiving. Lastly, Happy Birthday this
month to Marin and Landon!

First Grade - Ms. Potter
Thank you parents for the treats and your contributions for the children to have a
wonderful Halloween celebration! They had a great time eating delicious pizza and
cupcakes! Their costumes were so cute and they had the best time at their dance
party. Thank you Mr. Collins for making their day so fun!! Thank you Mrs. Sikora for
setting up a Zoom session so we could all watch this fun-filled event! I know the
parents enjoyed getting to watch them dance and enjoy themselves.
The children are continuing to practice addition and subtraction facts. They are
enjoying singing the “Doubles Rap”. I hope they are singing it at home too. They will
begin telling time to the hour and counting dimes and pennies. They will also be
predicting the capacity of containers and then measuring to see if their
estimations are correct.
In Religion, the children will be learning about how Jesus treated all people with
respect. They will be sharing their thoughts and ideas on ways they can show
respect to everyone. They will also be learning about how important they are to
God by discussing how He watches over them and cares for them all the time.
The students are enjoying the stories that we have been reading in class. This
week they are reading J
 ack and the Wolf. I appreciate the extra practice you are
providing at home with the vocabulary words. Daily practice makes a tremendous
difference in their reading fluency.
Wishing you all a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving!

Second Grade - Ms. Grishaber
Welcome November! I am SO proud of this class and everything we are
accomplishing. Time is flying and we are learning so much. We have
enjoyed every single day together and I am SO thankful for our health
safety (and everyone’s!). I always recommend reading each night with
your child in some way and practicing math whenever it arises! There are
learning opportunities everywhere—I love a good teachable moment. We
are working on AR goals this 9 weeks and I have set a goal for each
student to reach. This will be a completion grade. We try to make time
each week for this but I do also recommend allowing this to be done at
home as well. Please reach out to me if you need their log in information.
We have been practicing it but it is not yet memorized. Report cards go
home this month and I have to say, I am truly impressed! Conference day
will be held on ZOOM on November 25th. If you are unable to set up a time
with me, please let me know and I will work with you individually. We are
studying Veteran’s Day as well as Thanksgiving. For Thanksgiving, we are
focusing on being thankful and all that we have been blessed with. If you
need anything, please let me know! You may call the school or send me a
DoJo message and I will get back to you as soon as I can! Have a great
month!

Third Grade - Mrs. Forrester
Third Grade Families,
Happy November! From here on out, 2020 is going to fly! We enjoyed
our Halloween party and treats- thank you to everyone who donated
towards them! November 3rd will be a virtual day, and I will be
teaching from Zoom from 8-12. November 11th, we will be completely
out of school to observe Veterans Day. Please continue sending in our
items for Operation Christmas Child- we will try to fill a box for a boy,
and one for a girl. Picture day is scheduled for Friday, November 20th.
Please send them in their nicest Mass day uniform! There will be a
special time for our E-Learners, so keep an eye out for that. Lastly, we
will be having our conference day on November 25th from 8-2 via
Zoom. There will be information coming home about that day soon!
Thank you for your support,
Mrs. Forrester

Fourth Grade Mrs. Martin
What a great October! Thank you to all of our great parents who sent in
items or made a donation towards our Halloween treat bags. The students
had a blast starting off with Jazzy Josh’s Dance Party during our recess.
We had a delicious pizza party during lunch with pizza, chips and
cupcakes.
We are beginning the month of November celebrating the Feast of All
Saints. The 4th and 5th grade will dress in character of their favorite saint
and introduce themselves at mass on Thursday, November 5th. Please
call the office if you are interested in attending.
On Wednesday,the 4th, we are beginning our “tour of the states” in Social
Studies. The students have worked very hard and are very excited about
our presentations. Most of the class achieved their Accelerated Reader
goal for the First Quarter. I am so proud of them! Please continue
encouraging your child to read and drill their multiplication facts.
I look forward to talking with you during our Zoom parent/teacher
conferences.
As Thanksgiving approaches, we are counting our blessings for our
wonderful school,principal, faculty, staff, families and friends. Happy
Thanksgiving from the fourth grade class!

Fifth Grade - Ms. Lodge

Happy November!
I hope everyone had a Happy Halloween! 5th grade students have
continued doing well in class. Our class has been doing very well with patrolling.
Each student has taken the job seriously and is enjoying participating. Great job,
everyone! Each week, a class receives an award for the “Most Time” spent,
“Most Puzzles” completed or “Most Improved” on ST Math. 5th grade has
received the award two weeks in a row! Also, congratulations to the individual
students in our class who received the awards for “Most Time” spent on ST Math
or “Most Puzzles” completed on ST Math.
I am immensely proud of the hard work that I am seeing in class and
through the students’ individual work. Please encourage your student to
continue working on ST Math daily and working towards their Accelerated
Reading goals. I hope everyone has a great November!

Happy Thanksgiving
From All of Us
at
St. Francis School

