St. Francis School

May 2019
Pastor’s Message—Father Pat
In our final month of our school year, Saint Francis of Assisi School will experience
many special occasions. The children will honor with great love our wonderful mothers. We give special thanks to the Mother of Jesus, the Mother of God: Mary. She
prays with us as we offer our prayers to God. Our second graders will receive their
First Holy Communion. As Jesus nourished His Apostles with His body and blood at
the Last Supper, our innocent boys and girls will be blessed by the presence of Jesus
in their hearts.
At the end of the month, we bid farewell to our awesome fifth graders. These young
women and men have been a true blessing to our Saint Francis School. I pray that
each of these students will find success in their lives and always remember with fondness their days at Saint Francis.
From The Principal—Mrs. Sikora
Even though we have several weeks remaining in the school year, I have to admit
that this has been an amazing school year! Everything about Saint Francis School
from the students and families to the faculty and staff is outstanding! I have the best
job in the world because I am able to watch the growth of the children from the very
first day of school through the end of the year. Our students are polite and caring,
and respect differences in those around them. I often receive feedback about how
exceptional that quality is. At SFS children receive a strong spiritual foundation and
work ethic, which will bring them success and comfort in years to come.
The Father/Daughter dance and Mother/Son baseball game were fun events! I loved
seeing the girls dressed in beautiful dresses enjoying a night out with their best guy!
There is nothing more special than a father and his little girl. The mothers and sons
also enjoyed spending time together munching hamburgers and hot dogs at the ballfield. Thank you Tasha Miller, Jenn Ronen, and Jenn Wilson!
The preschool playground received its new astro turf surface and equipment, and we
love it! However, this playground is not just for preschool students – it is for all students. The fifth graders have been making good use of it, and there are picnic tables
set up for an outdoor learning space. Next time you are at the school, please take a
peek.
As this is the final newsletter of the school year, I would like to ask everyone to continue reading with your children over the summer. Also, it is good practice to have

children write letters or stories, and incorporate math skills into daily activities by having children count money, tell time or solve addition, subtraction, multiplication and division problems. Thank you for all of your support this year, and I wish everyone a
very restful, healthy summer vacation.
April Good Samaritans
The Good Samaritan Award is given to a child who shows concern for his/her
classmates. Keep up the great work!

K-2: Abigail Berry

3-5: Ivy Binion

Best Dressed
Congratulations to the students who received a 100% in uniform compliance in April.
Also, I am so proud of the students who were in 100% compliance for the entire
school year, thus far: K: Brock Collins, Hannah Greenlee, Emilynn Hardin, Brady
Holstein, Madelyn Hubbard, Franklin Latimer, Levi Sears, Lexi Sears 1st: Kylie Abbott, Grace Arthur, Zaydee Cossin, Gianna Davis, Cosette Knapp, Delilah Master,
Ethan Rennie, Valerie Winiesdorffer 2nd: Ian Burns, Izzy Grishaber, Myanna Moore,
Vivian Whitt 3rd: Troy Adkins, Nana Agyiri, Ivy Binion, Mia Cloer, Isaac Franck, Connor Givens, Emily Jividen, Anastasia Pauley, Izzy Stone 4th: Katie Coakley, John
Cowan, Mallory D’Angelo, John Patrick Hoh, Gia Lopez, Sydney Miller, Scarlett Reed,
Noam Ronen, Stella Spangler, Emma Vaughan 5th: Nate Burns, Dominic Franck,
Mighty Lopez, Maria Thomas, Natalie Whitt. Congratulations!!

Preschool-Ms. Burns
I cannot believe that it is May already! We have had a wonderful year of fun and
learning, and the children are all ready and excited for Kindergarten! Our study starters this month are “Flowers” and “Getting Ready for Kindergarten”. We are having a
lot of fun with these topics, and are enjoying our last few weeks together. We are also
spending a lot of time on our new preschool playground! Everyone loves it and we
are so thankful to have such a beautiful place to play!
Ms. Nicky and I are so thankful to all of our families for all of their help and support
this year. The children have learned so much, and it is because we have worked as a
team throughout the school year. The children will do wonderful next year, and we
are so proud of them! Thank you all for an amazing school year and have a beautiful
summer!
Preschool-Mrs. Lago
We are so proud of our students! They have learned so much this year.
This month we will complete our “Flowers” and “Transition to Kindergarten” studies. We will continue with our class favorites: ST Math and Smarty Ants on the iPads

and GoNoodle on the Smart Board. We are also excited about playing on our new
Preschool playground.
Thanks so much for another great year! Have a great summer!
Preschool-Mrs. Shrewsbury
Wow- the time has gone by so fast! The preschoolers have come a long way since
August. We have had fun time learning, playing and making new friends. It has been
a wonderful year!
In May we will continue reviewing letters, numbers and shapes and talk about summer safety.

Our preschool celebration will be on Wednesday, May 22, at 10:00 for the morning
class and 1:30 for the afternoon class. We will distribute certificates, and then have
fun celebrating. Everyone is welcome to join us!
We would like to thank our preschool families for helping to make this year so special.
The children are lucky to have such loving families!
We would like to wish Joey Sikora and Josie Yeager a very Happy Birthday this
month!
Happy Summer Birthdays to Ava Stump, Blake Underhill, Kinley Atkins, Jace Hilbert,
Jaxson Salters, Aubrie Tibbs, Bailey Hinkle, Maddux Withrow, Nana Kwame Agyiri,
Zeek Offutt, and Kenley Davis!
Wishing everyone a safe and fun summer!
Kindergarten News—Mrs. Lopez
We have almost made it!! We have had an exciting year, but we are counting down
the days until summer break! Important dates to remember: May 14th choir dinner
show, May 21st kindergarten graduation mass in the church at 8:15 (Sunday best
NOT uniforms), May 23 field day, and May 24 our last day of school at FMC Sportsmans Club.
I would like to thank Mrs. Arey and Mrs. Hubbard for hiding eggs for our Easter egg
hunt, we appreciate you both. I would also like to thank all you parents for all your
help this year, I couldn’t have done it without your support.
Lastly, we all worked very hard on our class book and we are all anxiously awaiting
for it to be published and returned. I will send updates as I hear from the publisher.
Happy Birthday to Emilynn and Ethan !! I hope everyone has a great summer.

First Grade News—Ms. Potter
We are ready to visit Italy! We're looking forward to seeing the children’s costumes. We will be taking our first trip to Caffe’ San Francesco (Father Pat’s backyard)
on May 7th. Thank you for sending in your notes with the snacks that you will be sending. We are also planning to go to Olive Garden on May 21st. Please let me know if
you’re available to drive as soon as possible. The children are really enjoying learning
about this beautiful country. We would like to thank Ms. Ramella for creating these
wonderful lessons and working so hard to find a special Italian name for each child!
The students are becoming wonderful writers! It is amazing to see their progress from
the beginning of the school year. They have been working hard on their writing portfolios. Their work will be on display at school soon. If you have a chance, please stop
by and look through them. You will find that we have some future authors and illustrators in our class.
We would like to thank Mrs. Winiesdorffer for an inspirational Easter lesson! The children enjoyed making a special treat and learning about Jesus and the empty tomb.
It is hard to believe that we are near the end of the school year! Thank you parents for
your support throughout the year! It is a blessing to work with such wonderful families!
Have a safe and relaxing summer and enjoy reading with your child every day!
Please visit the library over the summer break and enjoy some of the fun activities
they offer for children.
Second Grade News—Ms. Grishaber
I cannot believe that it is May. While I am definitely excited, as are the kids, I can’t
help but be a little sad. This has been the best year I could have asked for with this
group of kids. My first year of teaching has flown by and we have had SO much fun
learning, playing, laughing, you name it. They have been working so hard to finish the
year strong. I would have to say that math is the most popular subject in here. Telling
time and money is always going to be a concept that takes more practice, but they really impress me! We have reached 100% ALREADY for our AR goals for this last 9
weeks and I’m so happy that they enjoy reading the way that they do. We have completed our First Holy Communion and as proud as I am, I can’t imagine how proud the
parents must feel. It was a wonderful day. I need to give a huge thank you to Sandi
Hudson and Mrs. Mary and the Women’s Club for all of the help and time that they
put in to make the day so great. Please keep checking our DoJo page for more information or important dates that may arise. I have absolutely loved this group of kids
and watching them grow. Please have a safe and fun summer break!
Third Grade News—Mr. Swalley
I would like to thank everyone for the wonderful year we had and for letting me be a
part of your child's life these past few months. We learned a lot, laughed everyday,
and grew closer. I have also really enjoyed getting to know the parents better, such a
wonderful group!

I hope each and every one of you has an incredible summer and enjoy the time together!
Fourth Grade News—Mrs. Martin
It is hard to believe this is our last newsletter for the year! We are currently studying
the history of our beautiful state and completing our textbooks. We have many celebrations this month. Our first celebration was Sunday, May 5, the Sacrament of First
Holy Eucharist. Friday, we will have our beautiful May Crowning. Next will be the
children's choir performance, "O Chicken of Little Faith." which will begin with a spaghetti dinner fundraiser and followed by a choir fundraiser. Continuing the celebrations, we will have many graduation masses and ending our school year with Fr. Pat
saying a beautiful mass and a fun picnic provided by our PTO.
What a great year! I want to thank all of my wonderful parents who have helped and
given their time, talents, and support endlessly. You are truly amazing and I love all of
you from the bottom of my heart. I am so proud of my fourth graders and their accomplishments.
I wish each one a very happy and safe summer!
Fifth Grade News—Ms. S.
Wow! Where has the year gone? I am so proud of the fifth grade class and all that
they have accomplished this year! This month is one of the busiest months of the
year. On Friday the 10th, we will participating in the May Crowning with Ms. Hannah
V. as our queen. The fifth grade trip to Ohio on May 16th and 17th is quickly approaching. The fifth grade dinner at Angela’s on the River will be on May 23rd, so
please make sure to turn in your R.S.V.P. by the 15th. The graduation Mass is on May
23rd, with a reception hosted by the fourth grade class. The annual end of the school
year picnic will be held on the 24th of May. It has been my pleasure to teach this
group of outstanding students. I wish the fifth grade class a happy and safe summer!
Good luck next year, and as always my door is always open if you ever need anything!

Our fun-filled Summer Academy begins
Mon. June 4th! The hours are MondayFriday from 7:30am-5pm.
Visit www.sfswv.com for information.
Session 1: June 4—July 3
Session 2: July 9—August 3

