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Pastor’s Message - Father Pat
As we begin this new year I prayerfully ask the blessings of God upon
our Saint Francis School Family. We pray for our children that God will
protect them from illness. We pray for our parents, that He will bring
harmony to all families. We pray for our principal, teachers and staff
that God will reward them for their dedication.
I thank God for our vaccination that will begin a healing process for our
nation and our world. I am happy to say our children will be in school
shortly.

We have been tried by fire. All those who kept their faith in God have
endured; that is a lesson we will remember for a lifetime.

From Our Principal - Mrs. Sikora
Good Samaritans:
K-2 Josiah Stump
3-5 Elijah Binion
Good Samaritans are selected based on demonstrated charity to others.

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas break. It feels great to be back
at school! I am so thankful that our preschool classes and kindergarten class were able to
return to in-person instruction under our Crisis Care license. In the blink of an eye, students in
grades one - five will also be able to return. The best news is that after January 19 we should
be back for the remainder of the school year!
It is important for teachers to continue learning, and this year due to the cancellation of
conferences, we have been having professional development at the school. We had a
wonderful presentation on Math Talk by Title I Math teacher, Mrs. Pukall. In the next few weeks,
you will see teachers begin using Math Talk in the classroom. Additionally, we have been
studying “The Innovator’s Mindset.” There are eight characteristics of an innovator, four of
which really define our teachers: problem solvers, risk takers, creators, and resilience. I’d like
to take this opportunity to say I am very proud of our teachers for finding new ways to maintain
the learning environment for their students.
Title I teacher, Mrs. Gallagher has done a phenomenal job implementing ST Math! She has
educated teachers and students in the workings of the application. Students are excited to win
certificates and have “Gigi” visit their classrooms. Kindergarten students won Gigi for their room
again!
I would like to thank the PTO Officers, Mrs. Jennifer Wilson, Mr. Chad Lasure and Mrs. Sara
Cloer for the Christmas gifts for the entire staff. Thank you for making us feel special.
Please continue to pray for the Greenlee family and all families who are battling the COVID.
I pray your January will be a healthy one.

Preschool- Ms. Libby
Happy New Year preschool families! I hope everyone had a wonderful
and relaxing break.
In January we will learn about penguins, opposites and Arctic animals.
We will also continue on our way through the alphabet as we work on
the letters K, L, M and N.
I am so proud of our class! They have been working hard on spelling
their names, letters, counting and shapes. Great job preschoolers!
Happy 2021!

Preschool - Ms. Burns
Happy New Year! We are excited to begin our second semester of
preschool! This month we will be learning about Clothes and Shadows.
We will also continue to work on name writing, letter recognition,
counting objects. We are practicing daily yoga and quiet sitting to help
increase our attention span. Ms. Cindy and I are looking forward to a
Happy and Healthy New Year

Preschool - Ms. High
Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas break.
This month we will explore Clothes and Shadows. We will investigate
what clothes are made of in our sensory table, practice weaving in our
art center, have a pretend laundromat in our dramatic play center, and
learn about zippers, ties, and buttons. We are continuing to work on
counting to 20 with various objects, writing our names, and cutting on a
line with scissors. Please continue practicing these at home as well.
Thanks!

Kindergarten - Mrs. Lopez
Welcome back to school! I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and
enjoyed your time off. We are so happy to be back in the classroom. We
will be working hard from now until the end of the year to become prepared
for first grade. We have started spelling tests and will be adding homework
soon. Please continue to have your student practice reading the decodable
readers and/or the daily phonics page.
I would like to Congratulate all the kindergartners for working so hard in ST
Math, we lead the school in the most puzzles completed! Way to go
kiddos!!! Reminder...we will not have school on Monday, January 18th in
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. I would like to wish Emma a
very happy birthday this month!

First Grade - Ms. Potter
First Grade Newsletter January 2021
Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a relaxing and fun-filled Christmas
break. I’m looking forward to seeing the children on Zoom and hearing their
exciting Christmas stories. It is a blessing to know that we will be back in
the classroom soon!
In math, the students will be solving two-digit addition problems using dimes
and pennies. They will also continue with daily practice of addition and
subtraction facts, including doubles plus one and adding and subtracting two.
Next week, they will begin to measure line segments and count tally marks.
During remote learning, the students have enjoyed Mrs. Lago’s Math
Meeting! They have been reviewing the days of the week, months of the
year, and counting by 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, and 100’s.
In religion, we will continue our study of the birth of Jesus. As we read each
story, the children will write and color a picture to go with each lesson. The
children are doing a wonderful job taking their time to write neatly and color
their pictures. I know they are excited to bring their books home to share
with their families.
In addition to singing the sentence, noun, and verb jingles, the students will
be learning the adverb and adjective jingles. They are using what they are
learning to write complete sentences in their journals. I enjoy reading their
stories and seeing their illustrations. We have future authors and
illustrators in first grade!

Second Grade - Ms. Grishaber
Happy New Year! I hope that this year brings positivity and happiness. With 2020
behind us, I pray that we have a bright year ahead. We have survived almost an
entire year of the unknown. We did not know what each day would bring us yet
here we are! I am so proud of these kids and their resiliency, as well as you all!
Thank you all so much for trusting our school with your little ones and thank you
so much for doing your part. I would like to say a huge thank you to all that sent
in gifts and cards. I appreciate that SO much and really am blessed to have such
a wonderful group of children and their families around me. So, THANK YOU!
This month will be our last month to have virtual learning. And for that, I am
ecstatic! We are doing everything in our power to follow guidelines and keep our
environment clean. I am more than ready to be back to school without fear of a
shut down. We have a couple of topics that we will be really working on to catch
up. We will focus a lot on measurement in math as well as two digit addition with
regrouping! It is so crazy how fast this has come and how prepared the kids are!
We will be focusing more on learning cursive, so handwriting and neatness will
be crucial!
As always, if you need me for anything, DoJo will be the fastest way to reach me
but I also have my email below and you can call the school as well. Stay safe,
healthy, and happy!
egrishaber@sfswv.com

Love,
Ms. G

Third Grade - Mrs. Sikora
Hello Third Grade Families! Mrs. Ervin and I are excited to
be teaching your children while Mrs. Forrester is on
maternity leave! Third grade is an important year to learn
multiplication facts and we will be working on building these
skills. When we return to in-person instruction, we will
continue our cursive writing practice and have more time to
expand Science and Social Studies lessons. Also,
preparation for First Holy Communion will continue in
anticipation of our May 2, 2021 Communion date. Please
encourage daily math and reading practice. Blessings.

Fourth Grade Mrs. Martin

Happy New Year from the Fourth Grade Class. As the saying goes…...out
with the old and in with the new. We too will end our first semester soon
and begin a new one. We are looking forward to returning to school on the
nineteenth of January. We began our week learning about the feast of the
Epiphany. We remember the time when three wise men (Magi) from far off
lands came to adore Jesus and gave him gifts. This feast teaches us that
Jesus came to bring salvation to everyone. Each student received three
gold chocolate coins representing gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Parents, thank you for checking your child’s homework and for encouraging
nightly reading. I am so proud of all the students who are reaching their AR
goals. The last day for to reach goals this nine weeks will be Tuesday,
January 19. It is imperative that each student memorize their multiplication
facts through 12 in order to be successful in Math. As always, please do
not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. Thank you for
your constant support. God Bless each and every one.

Fifth Grade - Ms. Lodge

Happy New Year!

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a Happy
New Year! The end of our second nine weeks’ is quickly
approaching on Tuesday, January 19th. Students need to have
met their Accelerated Reader goals by this time. This will
become a recorded grade in Reading. Congratulations to Nana,
McKenzie, Zoie, Jordyn, Athan, Emily, Leila, Anastasia, Kian
and Izzy for reaching their goals!
Fifth grade continues to do a nice job on ST Math. Students
are still expected to complete their 20 minutes every day.
This class has been working very hard during our Zoom
sessions while we have been virtual. I am proud of this class
each and every day!
Ms. Lodge

