St. Francis School

January 2020
This month our country is celebrating the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King. This holiday celebrates a Christian pastor
who was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi in the ways of peaceful
resistance against injustice.

Dr. King teaches us to remember the evil of the past, to bring
peace between all of God’s children, and to teach our children
that all people are created equal. At our school, our children
learn that all women and men must be treated with respect, and are blessed by God’s
love for all His children.
FATHER PAT

Welcome back after the long Christmas break. I hope everyone had a healthy, happy holiday season. We are now in
the second half of the school year and will continue to challenge the children academically. Please continue to reinforce
daily lessons at home - it makes a tremendous difference in a
student’s academic success. Additionally, developing a
MRS. SIKORA
strong work ethic is key. The teachers are stressing the
‘growth mindset’ to students at every grade level. When a
student struggles with a concept, they are reminded of the power of “YET.” Families
may want to try this at home.
At the end of January we will celebrate Catholic Schools Week. The students look
forward to the theme days, and we hope families can join us for Career Day. Information will be sent home in the next few days.
Congratulations to our fifth grade teacher Ms.S on being invited to present a workshop at the FETC national technology conference in Miami, Florida.
Congratulations to Levi Jones and family (PK-Burns) on the arrival of their new
daughter!
Good Samaritans—December
The Good Samaritan Award is given to a child who shows concern for his/her
classmates.

K-2: Levi Sears

3-5: Aurora Booth

Best Dressed Award
Dress Code Champions: Congratulations to students who received 100% on uniform
checks. They will receive an extra recess as a reward. Once again, the kindergarten
class received 100% on all uniform checks during December.

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!
Kindergarten and PK Round-Up
Kindergarten and PK Round-up will be on Friday, February
21st. Students with last names A-K will be from 9am-11am.
Students with last names L-Z will be from 12pm-2pm.

SAVE THE DATE
This year Saint Francis Parish is hosting the city-wide
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration on Monday, January 20
at 7pm. We invite everyone to attend.
The St. Francis School Children's Choir will perform.

MRS. LAGO

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful
Christmas break. Thank you to all who donated to the Christmas party. It was awesome. The children made Reindeer
Food, created and decorated a Christmas Tree and a Gingerbread House with their families.

This month we will explore Clothes and Shadows. We will investigate what clothes are made with real sheep’s wool in our sensory table for the
children to explore. We will also practice weaving. We are also collecting fabric
scraps for our art center. Thanks! We are learning to count 20 objects and to count by
10 to 100. With our Letter of the Day activities, we practice naming and tracing the letters of the alphabet and explore their sounds. Our Nursery Rhyme for this month is
“Baa Baa Black Sheep”.
Homework: Handwriting Practice - Please help your child write his/her name once
each day. Please practice cutting on a line with safety scissors too. Thanks!

Happy New Year! We hope everyone’s holidays were relaxing and happy!
In January we will learn about opposites, penguins, and work
on some fun science experiments. We will also continue our
way through the alphabet as we work on the letters O, P, Q,
MRS. SHREWSBURY and R. The last week of January will end with the special activities of Catholic Schools Week.
Thank you to all the preschool families, especially Kaitlynn Cottrill and Tracy Cottrill
for helping to make the Christmas party so special for the children. We are truly
blessed to have such wonderful parents and grandparents!
Mrs. Hall and I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful Christmas gifts. Your
thoughtfulness is appreciated!

MS. BURNS

Happy New Year! We are all excited to back in preschool! Our study starter for this month is “Clothes”, and so
far the children have a lot to say about the subject! This
month we will be focusing on writing and our names and other
letters of the alphabet. We are also working on adding and
subtracting small sets of objects.

Thank you so much to all of our parents for attending and
contributing to our Holiday Party. It was a great success!
Welcome back to school! I hope you all had a wonderful
Christmas and enjoyed your time off. I would like to thank all
the families that helped with the class Christmas party. It was
a wonderful party, we have a great class!!!
Looking to our new year, we replacing our homework calendar
with homework, please be looking for it in your child’s folder. Also, we will start sending our class pet home with random
students. The students will get Francis the Bear to keep for a night or two in exchange
for a picture and a story of what the bear experienced! I look forward to hearing their
stories.
MRS. LOPEZ

I would like to wish Hera, Jon, Gia, Tori, and Mary a very happy birthday this month!

Happy New Year! I hope 2020 brings you all many blessings!
The first grade class would like to thank our wonderful parents
for the Christmas party. The children really enjoyed decorating
a Christmas tree craft and fun games. They also loved the delicious snacks!
MS. POTTER

I hope everyone had a relaxing and fun-filled Christmas
break. I’m looking forward to seeing the students’ Christmas packets and listening to
them read the words to our new story. Thank you for continuing to review the vocabulary words each day.
In math, the students will be solving two-digit addition problems using dimes and pennies. They will also continue to practice addition and subtraction facts, including doubles plus one facts. The students always look forward to using the wrap-ups to practice their facts. Each day they will measure line segments, count tally marks, and
count by 2's, 5's, 10's, and 100's.
In religion, we will continue our study of the birth of Jesus. The children are doing a
wonderful job taking their time to write neatly and color their pictures. I know they are
excited to bring their books home to share with their families. They will also be discussing ways they can show love for themselves by eating healthy and exercising.
They will talk about ways to show love for others by being kind and being a good listener.
In addition to singing the sentence, noun, and verb jingles, the students have been
learning the adverb and adjective jingles. They are using what they are learning to
write excellent sentences and on their weekly writing lessons. Please encourage your
child to keep a journal at home too. I love reading their stories and seeing their illustrations. We have several artists in our class!
Happy January! I cannot believe how fast this year is going by.
We have been SO busy and it is only getting busier for us! Towards the end of February, the beginning of Lent, we will be
doing our First Reconciliation. I have been sending our DoJo
messages with more information on this so if you have more
questions about that, please message me on there! These
MS. GRISHABER kids have become so much more independent and are LOVING the freedom that comes with it. We talk a lot about responsibility and what comes with it. This is such a fun age and I love watching them
grow into the kids that they all are.
Our math program has really taken off and become more challenging but the kids are
really enjoying it. We have really increased our focus on English to make sure that we

have a very solid foundation. I am very pleased with our reading comprehension and
the ability to hold such engaged conversations about a topic.
As always, please reach out to me through DoJo or the school for any other questions
or concerns! Please remember that I am also always happy to have a conference with
you after school if you would like one! Have a great start to the new year!
Happy January! From here on in, the school year is going to fly
by! We welcome our new student, Claire, and are excited for
the adventures of the second semester. Our math is getting
steadily more difficult, so keep practicing with your child at
home. We will be writing checks, adding 3 digit numbers, and
finding square roots all in the next two weeks! In social studMRS. FORRESTER ies, we are about to begin a Native American study about different tribes and why they settled in places. In Reading, we
are finishing up our Albertosaurus Mystery before moving onto an informational text
about trees. We recently started subscribing to Scholastic News, and the students are
enjoying it so far!
Lastly, I will be joining Ms. S next week in sunny Miami for the FETC Conference! I'm
so excited to learn more about the newest technology in teaching, and how to use it
with our wonderful class.
Have a great January!

MRS. MARTIN

Welcome Back from our Christmas break. I hope it was relaxing and full of fun. A special thank you to Mrs. Givens and
the parents for planning and coordinating our wonderful
Christmas party for the children. I’d also like to thank the
PTO officers for the fun activities during December and to Fr.
Pat for writing and directing our beautiful Christmas Play and
for reminding us of the true meaning of the season.

We are ready to begin our third nine weeks, and parents, please continue checking
your child’s homework and encourage nightly reading. I am so proud of all the students who reached their AR goal. It is imperative to review math concepts each evening and drill multiplication flash cards to have success with long division.
A special welcome to our new student, Winston Hunter in our class and his sister
Claire in third grade.
January will be a fun month and the students are looking forward to celebratinCatholic Schools Week with many activities.

I hope your new year brings you and your family many happy and healthy blessings. God Bless each and everyone.

MS. S

The fifth grade class had a very busy December! We would all
like to thank everyone for their support with the Santa shop
and the parents that volunteered. In the month of January, we
will be continuing to work on our math skills. We will also be
exploring our inner poets and learning all of the different types
of poetry. As always if you have any questions or concerns
please do not hesitate to ask!

January 2020 Events












Mass Grades K-5 – 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30
Choir – 1/15, 1/22, 1/29
Monday, January 6th – Return to School
Friday, Jan. 10th – Popcorn Day
Tuesday, Jan. 14th – PTO Meeting @ 7:30am in the Gym.
Friday, Jan. 17th – Jeans Day
Monday, Jan. 20th – No School – No Daycare – MLK Day
Friday, Jan. 24th – Popcorn Day
Sunday, Jan. 26th – Catholic Schools Week Mass at 11:00am
Monday, Jan. 27 – Friday, Jan. 31 – Catholic Schools Week –
Dress attire assignments will be sent home separately.
Thursday, Jan. 30th – Family Hot Dog Day
 Grades K&1
11:00-11:30am
Gym
 ALL PK Classes
11:30-12:00pm
Cafeteria
 Grades 2-5
12:00-12:30pm
Gym

