St. Francis School

December 2019
Christians call this the Advent season. In these days before
Christmas, we prepare for the birth of Jesus. At Saint Francis
of Assisi Catholic School we celebrate the coming of our
savior and redeemer. Jesus is the true joy of Christmas.
Jesus teaches us the way of love; Jesus brings forgiveness
and mercy from God; Jesus gives us the promise of eternal
life. Our children are encouraged to celebrate a ChristFATHER PAT
centered Christmas. Advent is a time for giving and forgiving,
a time for prayer and a time for remembering the first Christmas.
Come all ye faithful to the little town of Bethlehem and rejoice in the silent night when
Jesus was born.

MRS. SIKORA

The month of December is a special time at SFS in which we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. The children’s joy for the
season spills over and makes my days especially happy, and
even emotional as I watch them sing a Christmas Carol or
recite their lines in the Christmas Play. They are so innocent
and I wish these precious moments could freeze in time. As
for the adults, Christmas presents additional demands on our
time, and I pray we remain as peaceful as our children.

Condolences to the Meadow/Booher family on the loss of their Leila’s grandfather.
I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May peace, love
and prosperity follow you always.

Good Samaritans—November

The Good Samaritan Award is given to a child who shows concern for his/her
classmates.

K-2: Zaydee Cossin

3-5: Jacob Innes

Best Dressed Award
Congratulations to students who received 100% on uniform checks. They will receive
an extra recess as a reward. Once again, the entire kindergarten class received
100%!! Way to go!

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!
The holidays are in full swing in our classroom! Our Thanksgiving Luncheon was a huge success; thank you to all of our
parents for coming and celebrating with us. This month we will
be learning about boxes and all of the fun activities that we
can do with them. This month will fly by, but it will be a very fun
month in our classroom! We want to wish Ms. Nicky all the
MS. BURNS
best in her family move to Florida, and we are very happy to
welcome Ms. Molly to our classroom. As always, thank you to
all of our wonderful parents for their support and generosity throughout the school
year!
Our Thanksgiving Luncheon was awesome again this year thanks for sharing this wonderful meal with us. Thank you also for all the donations to Operation Christmas Child.
MRS. LAGO

December will be a busy month. We begin our Box Study on
December 2nd and continue the study until Christmas break.
If you have boxes to share we would love to decorate, wrap, build and create with
them. Thanks for sharing.
We will be starting our second round for Letter of the Day. December 2nd will be Aa
and we will continue with a new letter each day (in alphabetical order). We will continue to practice counting to 15 and writing our names. Please continue to practice at
home.
Our Celebration is scheduled for December 19th at 1:00. As always, families are welcome. We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Wow, it is hard to believe December is here! Christmas is just
around the corner and we are very excited in preschool.
We will be learning about the birth of Jesus, singing Christmas songs and making fun Christmas crafts. We will also
continue on our way through the alphabet, working on the letters L, M and N.
I am so proud of how the preschoolers are learning to share,
MRS. SHREWSBURY be kind, and are making many new friends. Our preschoolers
are awesome!
Thank you to our families for the generous donations for Operation Christmas Child!
We would like to wish a Happy December Birthday to Jillian Cheshire and Aidan Rennie!
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!

MRS. LOPEZ

In kindergarten, we are anxiously awaiting Christmas!! We
have been doing lots of learning, listening to Christmas music,
and practicing our songs for Father Pat’s Christmas play. The
Christmas play will be on Tuesday, December 17 at 6:00 p.m.
Please have your child dressed in their Sunday best and
dropped off to our classroom at 5:30. I will escort them to the
gym for the play and they can be picked up in the cafeteria
immediately following the play.

Thank you to all the families that sent in items for the Operation Christmas Child
shoebox program, we had enough items to make five boxes! The generous will themselves be blessed...Proverbs 22:9
We would like wish Adara a very happy birthday this month.
Don’t forget about our class Christmas party on Friday, December 20th at 1:45. I
hope to see you there. I hope you all have a blessed Christmas!!

MS. POTTER

We all had a wonderful time on our field trip to Heritage Farm
Museum and Village! The children enjoyed the hands-on activities, riding in the wagon, and feeding and petting the animals.
The staff was amazing and took their time to teach the children. We would like to thank our wonderful PTO Officers for
making this educational experience possible!

Thank you first grade families for your generous donations for Operation Christmas
Child! The students filled several boxes with toys, crayons, coloring books, and several other items. It was so wonderful to see how excited the children were to give to others! I hope we all take time during this busy season to remember those in need. The
Caring Kids (our terrific third graders) will be collecting food for Christ Kitchen.

The students are beginning a thematic unit about the birth of Christ. They will be writing stories and coloring pictures for each lesson. They will also be discussing ways
they can share God’s love during this special time and learn that helping others is one
of the most important gifts we can give.
In math, the first graders are learning to add and subtract two. They are reviewing
doubles and adding and subtracting one and zero facts. They will begin measuring
line segments with nonstandard units and rulers, adding two digit numbers, and
counting money. They are also continuing to practice counting by 2’s, 5’s, 10’s and
100’s and identifying odd and even numbers.
I hope everyone has been able to log onto the Think Central website and read the
weekly reading stories at home. Please let me know if you have any problems. It is
amazing to hear the progress the students are making with their reading skills. Please
go over their reading tests and have them read the words and sentences to you. I appreciate all of the extra practice you are providing at home!
The first grade class would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a blessed
New Year!
Woohoo for December! I am in full Christmas mode and the
classroom is looking quite festive. This month is going to be
packed with events so please make sure to go over the back
of the lunch menu for a list of all events. We will be very, very
busy these 3 weeks before Christmas break! I have posted
about it on DoJo but please make sure that your child is readMS. GRISHABER ing each night and working towards their AR goal. We have
taken tests while at school but it is a huge help to be testing at
home. It WILL be a reading grade as required. For math, we have started to get into
the more difficult content and are working on measuring, more time, fractions, and so
on. I am very impressed with them! They love doing math and are rocking. For religion, we are getting close to First Reconciliation. Once that is scheduled, I will let you
know more information. As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns
that you may have! I hope you have a wonderful month and a very Merry Christmas
and New Year!

Happy December! Our little actors are almost ready to make
their debut. Please be practicing lines and cues with your student- it really shows when they are prepared. Our students
play "Children" in the play, so please bring them to the play in
street clothes. We are so excited for you to see our hard work!
The play is December 17 at 6:30 pm.
MRS. FORRESTER Please continue reading with your child as often as you can.
The quarter is over very soon when we return from Christmas
break, and we will be taking AR tests as time permits. Our math is starting to ramp up,
so please continue to go over homework with your student each evening. Usually I
can catch it if someone is confused, but a second pair of eyes can be SO helpful. We
are just about to finish our first book in the Journeys series- time is flying! If you have
any questions or concerns, you know where to find me.
Have a wonderful Advent and Christmas!

MRS. MARTIN

Wow! December is here! Our school year is flying by. We
are celebrating the season of Advent. Advent is the first
season of the church year. The word Advent means
“Coming.” Advent is a season both of expectation and preparation. Each week we light an additional Candle on the Advent wreath. The light grows as we approach the celebration of the birth of Jesus. 4th and 5th grade religion students are currently making their own Advent wreaths.

We are busy preparing their roles for our annual Christmas Pageant, beautifully written and directed by Fr. Pat.
As always, please encourage your child to read each night and to reach their AR
goal. The end of our 2nd 9 weeks is quickly approaching. The students must know
their multiplication facts in order to do 3 digit multiplication problems. They should be
drilling them each night to be successful with our second semester math.
Merry Christmas and a Very Happy and Blessed New Year.
Wow! It is December already. Fifth graders are busy practicing for the Christmas play. They have the biggest roles every
year, so each night students need to practice their lines for
the play. The play will take place on December 17th at 6:30
pm. Please arrive no later than 6:00. We will be meeting in
the classroom and will return to the classroom after the play
for dismissal. I would ask you to please keep encouraging
MS. S
your child to read each night as it seems to be helping our AR
goals. We are doing AWESOME so far! Have a wonderful and safe Christmas this
year!

December Events 2019
December 5, 12, & 19 – Mass Grades K-5
December 4 & 11 – Choir December 18 – No
Choir
Tuesday, December 3 – Make-Up Picture Day
9:30-10:00am
Tuesday, December 3 – PTO Meeting at 6:00pm
Friday, December 6 – Christmas Accessory Day –
Jeans Day (Headwear, necklaces, etc..)
Friday, December 6 – Tree Lighting at Olde Main Plaza – SF Children’s Choir
will sing around 5:30pm wearing Christmas Clothing. Free Hayrides and
Petting Zoo beginning around 5ish.
Saturday, December 7 – SA Christmas Parade beginning at 2:30pm. Line up at
the school at 2:00pm. Please bring candy to pass out. Parents are to pick
their children up at the Loop after the Parade.
Tuesday, December 10 – Marco’s Pizza Night. Children are decorating their
own pizza boxes for art class. When you call to order your Marco’s pizza, let
them know the child’s grade & name. It will be delivered in their own customized box. Only delivering in SA & Nitro. Anyone may pick up an order
to go.
Friday, December 13 – Popcorn Day – Silly Christmas Sock Day w/ Uniform.
Tuesday, December 17 – Fr. Pat’s Christmas Program at 6:30pm
Wednesday, December 18 – Choir is singing at Yeager Airport in the Baggage
Claim Area at 12:00pm (leaving by bus at 11:15am, returning by 1:15pm).
Students will be served lunch around 11:00am.
Thursday, December 19 – Choir is singing at the Town Center Mall. The choir
will eat lunch at 10:30am, leave on the bus around 10:45am, sing at 11:30pm,
and arrive back to the school around 1:00pm to enjoy their treat from Mrs.
Martin.
Friday, December 20 – Free Red & Green Day/ Ugly Christmas Sweater Day –
Christmas Parties at 1:45pm Grades K-5
Friday, December 20 – The Grinch Party Night Hosted by SFS PTO in the Gym
at 6:00pm-8:30ish.
Tuesday, December 24 – Children’s Choir will sing at Christmas Eve Mass at
6:00pm. Have your child in the Choir Loft by 5:45pm dressed in their Sunday
Best.
Monday, December 23 – Friday, January 3 – No School – No Daycare – Christmas Break
Monday, January 6 – Return to School

