St. Francis School
April 2021 Newsletter
Pastor’s Message - Father Pat
Throughout Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic School and every other
Christian school, April is a season for rejoicing. Even the youngest
child, who honors Jesus as Lord, can understand why this
Resurrection Season is a time of dee[ faith, abundant love, and eternal
hope.
Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. Jesus Christ lives in the hearts
of all Christian men and women.
We are so blessed here at Saint Francis that we are able to proclaim
the good news of His resurrection all boys and girls. Pastor, principal,
teachers, staff, and children rejoice in a Christian community where
the risen Lord is welcome and the Gospel is a way of life.

From Our Principal - Mrs. Sikora

Good Samaritans:
K-2 Alan Moore
3-5 Doran Frame
Good Samaritans are selected based on demonstrated charity to others.

I pray everyone had a nice Easter. I am happy to report that
we are in the process of acquiring an air filtering system for
the school and gym. This GPS system uses Bipolar Ionization
to kill mold, viruses and bacteria, and reduce allergens and
odors. It will be installed in the existing HVAC equipment and
has a 10-15 year useful life. This is Bishop Brennan’s initiative.
The Diocese is providing 50% of the cost and SFS school will
pay the other half.

During April the 2nd and 3rd grade students are
preparing for First Holy Communion. This is a special
time for children and parents with a beautiful bread
sharing service and retreat leading up to the Mass on
May 2. We are also planning for May Crowning on May
7. Our May Queen, Izzy Stone, will crown Mary in a
modified ceremony for fourth and fifth graders.

The Spring NWEA MAP assessments begin the week of April
19. These assessments are administered to kindergarten fifth grade students over a two week period. We administer
the assessments in a relaxed, slow-paced manner. Formal
assessments are used to assist teachers in planning curriculum
and as a way to monitor the academic growth of our students.
I pray everyone has a healthy and safe April!

Preschool- Ms. Libby

It is hard to believe it is already April! This month we will
learn about seeds and plants, and study insects. We are
nearing the end of the alphabet as we work on the letters W,
X, Y, and Z. Our preschoolers are hard workers and I am
proud of the progress they have made this year!

A big thank you to Ms. Whitney’s family for the donation of
Lysol spray and the Cutlip family for their donation of play
dough for our classroom!

We would like to wish Diondrae Johnson a very happy birthday
this month!
Happy Easter!

Preschool - Ms. Burns
Happy Spring! We are so happy to be spending time
outside in the fresh air! We have been learning about
buildings and how they are made. The children have really
enjoyed all of the fun activities that we can do in relation
to buildings. This month we will be focusing on trees and
insects. The children really love this study starter, and we
love that we can spend a lot of time outside exploring. We
are also finishing up our alphabet, working on scissor skills,
and working together as a group to receive Class
Compliments. Ms. Cindy and I wish everyone a very Happy
Easter!

Preschool - Ms. High

April is here already, and the end of the school year is
quickly approaching. Spring is finally here! The warmer
weather means we have been enjoying some more outside
time on our preschool playground. The students are so
excited and ready for kindergarten. We will continue to
work on writing our names, the alphabet, and numbers.
Our new study this month will focus on Trees and Insects.
We will count, sort, and play games with different types

of bugs. I hope everyone had a Happy Easter. I would like
to wish a very happy April birthday to Alice!

Kindergarten - Mrs. Lopez
Welcome Spring! We have been working hard in kindergarten. We
have finished the alphabet in phonics and we have started learning
letter combinations and digraphs. We have learned how to take
spelling tests and we are doing well. The students are really taking
off as readers. Please continue to practice the decodable readers we
send home as well as other books they can read. Learning to read
takes tons of practice, and they can never read too much! We have

also learned how to write a sentence correctly. I am so proud of all
their hard work.
In Math, we are finishing the kindergarten lessons and we will then
move on to first grade math. In ST Math, all the students are working
very hard. The following students have completed all the
kindergarten lessons and have moved on to challenge levels and/or
first grade levels: Jace, Aj, Hadley, Jonah, Emma, Mairin, Harper, and
Cameron...awesome job kiddos!! In Science, we are learning about
plants and we will soon be planting our very own. It’s always exciting
in kindergarten!
Happy birthday this month to Reese, Rylee, and Patrick!!

First Grade - Ms. Potter
The first graders are doing a great job reading their
vocabulary words! Please continue reviewing the words and
going over homework with your child each day. Remember to
go over each page and have your child correct any mistakes.
Thank you for your continued support with homework
throughout the year.

In math, the students are measuring line segments with
centimeters and inches. They are counting dimes, pennies, and
nickels and learning to count quarters and dollars. They are
adding and subtracting two-digit numbers. Please keep
practicing at home too!
The children are enjoying the weekly writing lessons with Mrs.
Casto! They have been writing about their wishes and words
that remind them of this beautiful season, spring. It is
wonderful to see the progression with their writing skills in
their journals too.
Mrs. Pukall visits our classroom and does Number Talks with
the students three times a week. It is amazing to see their
mental math skills! They recently made bead counters and are
solving math problems in a fun way. I hope they are coming
home and telling you about all the new things they are learning
this year!
Have a blessed Easter!

Second Grade - Ms. Grishaber
Happy SPRING! I am so happy to see some nice weather. We are
on the final stretch of the school year. I can’t believe we are

almost done with our time together--we are going to make the
most of it!
I have sent home a red sheet with important dates to note
for Communion and the events surrounding it. Our first gathering
will be on April 28th for Bread Sharing at 6:00 pm in the gym. I
am so confident in these kids and that they are well prepared for
First Holy Communion.
I urge the students to read nightly, both our weekly story
plus anything that they may enjoy on their own. I am proud of
their hard work recently. Our reading stories have really
increased in difficulty and they are taking their tests completely
independently. I am really happy with our comprehension and I am
wanting to increase their fluency and rate. By the end of second
grade, the goal is to read 100 words per minute. An easy way to
see how your child is doing, is to set a timer and listen to them
read. There are other factors that go into calculating this, but
this would give you an idea of how they are doing. Of course, this
will vary from child to child but that is the goal.
I am loving the progress we have made on ST Math. The goal
for this is to reach 100% progress, but

since we started late

I would love to see us get to 80% each. Your child
knows how to check their progress at home. We began

multiplication late March! I’m really excited to help them learn
these facts to make life easier in the later grades. I feel really
good about our math skills!
Our other goals are to continue with improving our writing
skills, which Mrs. Casto has helped us with tremendously! Our AR
goals have reset and I would love for us to all get ice cream one
last time at the end of the year. If you have anything you need,
please let me know either through the school, email, or on DoJo.
Have a wonderful month!

Third Grade - Mrs. Forrester
Happy April!
Firstly, thank you all for the gifts, cards, and well wishes! I'm ecstatic to be
back with my third graders to finish the year. A big thank you to Mrs. Sikora
and Mrs. Ervin for doing a wonderful job with them. We are so grateful to
have Mrs. Ervin continue to be with us as a part of our third grade team,
teaching our remote students!
Here are some third grade events coming up this month:
April 28th will be our Bread Sharing at 6 pm. Our Retreat Day for First
Communion will be on April 30th, with First Communion happening on May 2nd
at 2pm. Please read the informational packet sent home and return the
permission slips by 4/9. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions
about these events!
Please continue to read at home, practice ST Math and Math Facts, as well
as go over homework with your student each night. The last 30 lessons of
our Saxon Math series are very challenging for students- and every year,
families are surprised by the level of the material. I am confident that our
third graders are up the challenge, and with practice, will succeed! in
reading, we will be wrapping up our 5th unit this month. We will return to the
Wednesday-Wednesday format, and tests will be every Wednesday rather
than Fridays. We are nearing the end of our English series, and I'm so
proud of how much the kids can do. We are up to Pattern 4, and still learning
more every week! In class and around the school, we are continuing to work
on responsibility and independence. As always, thank you for your support at
home- we could not do this without you!
Have a wonderful Easter!
Mrs. Forrester

Fourth Grade Mrs. Martin
I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter!!! It is hard to believe we are
almost at the end of our school year. Please keep encouraging your
child to work to his/her fullest potential. We still have much to cover
the last several weeks. It is important that every student reach their
AR goal. READ, READ, READ, and TEST, TEST, TEST. As I keep
repeating, Accelerated Reader is a requirement and it counts as a
Reading Test Grade and a fun and yummy ice cream from the Dairy
Queen.
Thank you to those parents who sent in items for our “Martin Mart.”
The students have had a blast learning sales tax, working and shopping
at the “Martin Mart.” I am especially proud of how they are counting
change.
Today, we are beginning our “Tour of West Virginia.” As we begin our
West Virginia History Unit, we will be learning lots of interesting facts
about our beautiful state.
As always, thank you for the wonderful support you give to me and my
fourth graders. God Bless Everyone and continue to be safe.

Fifth Grade - Ms. Lodge

Happy Easter!
It is hard to believe we have begun our last nine weeks of the
school year. Fifth grade has started the quarter off strong. Mrs. Casto
and I loved seeing the students’ dioramas for our book, Frightful’s
Mountain. They were so creative! We have them on display for all
grades to see. For the last quarter, our class will be doing another book
study on, Island of the Blue Dolphins. As we read and study a few
chapters each week, we are also studying and learning different
concepts of writing: transition words, climax/rising actions, pronouns,
etc. When we reach the end of, Island of the Blue Dolphins, students
will create a Power Point presentation as a final project.
Our class did a wonderful job choosing a design for our t-shirts!
They turned out wonderfully and I hope families liked them too! As we
reach the end of the year, I will be planning an end-of-the-year
celebration for our class. Please be on the lookout for information
towards the end of April.
I’d like to congratulate Nana Agyiri and Winston Hunter on their
completion of the 5th grade section of ST Math. Great job!
Everyone have a great month and a blessed Easter!

-Ms. Lodge

