St. Francis School

April 2019
Pastor’s Message—Father Pat
As our school year closes, it is time to give thanks to all the people who have assisted
in making this a great year for our St. Francis of Assisi School children.
I thank Mrs. Sikora for her dedicated leadership. Thanks to our wonderful Office Manager, Mrs. Kelly Oxley, who is a daily blessing to the children. It goes without saying
that we thank our teachers, aides, cooks and all who dedicate their lives to Christian
education for children.
We cannot forget the parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi Church who are so generous with their money and loyal in their support for our Parish school. Without the
kindness and sacrifice of these good people, we could not afford to offer a spiritual
education to your children.
Let us give thanks to our God in Heaven for the blessings He bestows on our St.
Francis family. May God bless all of us as we remember the death and resurrection
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
From The Principal—Mrs. Sikora
With April upon us, the students (and staff) are ready for Easter break. Year after
year, I have noticed that our bodies become tired following the winter. The Easter
break offers a time for renewal and rejuvenation as we finish out the last five weeks of
school.
Recently, the fourth and fifth graders held an egg drop. They designed a protective
cover made of sticks and straws to enable an egg to withstand a fall from a second
floor window. Unfortunately, this year none of the eggs survived, but everyone enjoyed watching the eggs splatter. Speaking of eggs, the PTO sponsored an Easter
egg hunt for the children. Students enjoyed hunting for eggs in Fr. Pat’s backyard
and on the playgrounds. Thank you volunteers!
Our reading therapy dog, Wookie, will be on the job after Easter break. Wookie is an
adorable hound who loves to listen to children read. Much appreciation to Mr. and
Mrs. Conrad for sharing Wookie with St. Francis students.

I would like to thank our St. Francis family for coming together and helping the Keeney family recently as they lost their beloved wife and mother, Eunasha to heart failure.
Mrs. Keeney’s daughter, Hera-Sophia, is in Ms. Burns’ class. Please continue to pray
for the Keeney family.
Prayers: Please continue to pray for three-year old Victoria McComas, sister of Cason McComas, Mr. Jim Blaylock, grandfather of Joey Sikora, and Mr. Richard Knapp,
grandfather of Mairin, Cosette, Ethan, and Richie Knapp.
I would like to thank Scott and Debi Arthur for their recent donation of a security camera in memory of Mrs. Arthur’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gibson.
We appreciate their generosity.
I wish everyone a very Happy Easter!
March Good Samaritans
The Good Samaritan Award is given to a child who shows concern for his/her
classmates.

K-2: Doran Frame

3-5: Gia Lopez

Keep up the great work!
Best Dressed
Congratulations to the students who received a 100% in uniform compliance in February. They enjoyed their extra recess time!
Preschool-Ms. Burns
How can it be April already? This school year is flying by! Our preschoolers are beginning to get ready for Kindergarten and we are so excited for them! We have been
focusing on name writing, reviewing the alphabet, and counting objects. Our study
starters this month are Ants and Flowers. We love being outside and exploring! The
children have progressed in all areas this school year and we are so proud of them!
Ms. Nicky and I are so thankful to all of our parental support this school year. We
have a very special group of children, and our parents have supported each other and
all of our efforts in every way possible. We cannot thank everyone enough for all they
have done! We look forward to these last weeks together, and we will continue to
have fun and learn each day.
Happy Spring!

Preschool-Mrs. Shrewsbury
Welcome Spring! This month we will start reviewing many of the things we have
learned, starting with letters of the alphabet. We will also look for signs of Spring,
plant a flower garden, and study insects.
The preschoolers enjoyed the Scholastic Book Fair. We received many wonderful books for our classroom library.
Mrs. Hall and I are looking forward to attending the Celebrating Connections
Conference and bringing back fun ideas for our classroom!
We would like to wish Rylee Fenimore and Kara Summerbell a very Happy
Birthday this month! Hope everyone has a Blessed Easter!
Preschool-Mrs. Lago
Wow! April is here already. This month will be busy with our ant study. We will count
and sort ants and other insects. We will also begin our Flower study at the end of the
month. The children are making their own tickets for center/choice time and learning
new songs with GoNoodle. We are also having fun with ST Math on the computer
and iPads.
Happy Birthday Father Pat! We hope everyone has a blessed and Happy Easter!
Kindergarten News—Mrs. Lopez
Welcome Spring!!! We all enjoyed the St. Patrick’s Day parade. Thank you to the
PTO for the delicious cookies and Father Pat for our wonderful school tradition! Thank you to all those families that sent in snacks and drinks for our testing
week. We had so many snacks we are still enjoying them; we appreciate your generosity! Also, thank you to all families that sent in coffee or tea items for our class basket for the Ceili. They raised a record amount of money for our school. Thanks for all
your hard work Ceili committee!
We are looking forward to April! The students will be making a class book. They will
be writing and illustrating a page in the book. Families will have the opportunity to
purchase a book. Please be looking for the purchase and payment information to be
sent home very soon. Please remember our Easter egg hunt on April 9th. Please
send in your dozen filled eggs. Thank you for all your support. Happy birthday this
month to Anthony and Dalton!!
First Grade News—Ms. Potter
I’m so proud of the first grade students for their hard work during testing week! We
would like to thank our wonderful parents for the delicious snacks. The children really
enjoyed the special treats!
Soon, the students will begin a fun-filled Social Studies unit on Italy. We will be getting
their passports ready for our “flight” to this beautiful country. Please send in a small

picture for your child’s passport. I will be sending information on costumes and activities soon! Please let me know if you have any questions.
The first graders are doing a great job reading their vocabulary words! Please continue reviewing the words and going over homework with your child each day. It is beneficial to go over each page and have your child correct any mistakes. Thank you for
your continued support with homework throughout the year.
In math, the students are measuring line segments with centimeters and inches. They are counting dimes, pennies, and nickels and learning to count quarters and
dollars. They are adding and subtracting two-digit numbers. Please keep practicing at
home too!
In Religion, the children are finishing their lessons on Creation with Ms. Ramella.
They are excited to bring their books home to share with their families. We will also
continue our study on The Stations of the Cross.
Have a blessed and wonderful Easter and spring break!
Second Grade News—Ms. Grishaber
Spring has arrived and warm weather is just ahead! With the end of the year coming
quickly, we are working really hard to be as prepared as possible for next year. Coming up, we have some very important dates to take note of (I will list them below) and I
will be posting on DoJo more frequently to make sure that nothing is forgotten so
please make sure you are checking the app for my posts and some fun pictures as
well.
We have finished our March Reading Madness Challenge and we have had so much
fun voting and studying all 16 of our different books that have focused on diversity. In
math, we are continuing to work on measurement, time and money, and some multiplication as well. We are working a lot on responsibility, whether is it being responsible for our homework or completing tasks in a timely manner. I am really buckling
down on homework being turned in on time and that graded papers are being taken
out of their folders. Please make sure to check them!

As for First Communion, I am getting so excited and so is the class. We will be working closely with Sandi Hudson and her C.C.D. class (3 students) so we will all be together for the events coming up. We have some fun activities planned that I know will
be enjoyed. I will be getting back to you soon with information about retreat day and
the snacks that were volunteered and getting everyone situated with something to
help us with! I really appreciate having so many people offering us their time, money,
and resources to make this a great experience!
Important dates to remember: Family Bread Sharing- May 2nd @ 6:00 pm, Retreat
Day- May 3rd (all day), First Communion- May 5th 11:00 am Mass on SUNDAY.

Third Grade News—Mr. Swalley
First off, thank you to all of the families for the snacks you provided during test week,
you were very generous. Again, thank you.
As the school year nears its end, we will be completing some of the subjects early.
Some subjects, such as Math, we will move on and begin with and introduce the 4th
grade editions. With Reading, when we finish Mr. Popper’s Penguins, we will begin
another chapter book (I already have copies for everyone) and study it as we did Mr.
Popper’s Penguins. I feel that in moving on, the students will not only continue to be
challenged, but also be better prepared for the next school year.
Have a Happy Easter!
Fourth Grade News—Mrs. Martin
Wow! Hard to believe, we are at the end of school year! Please keep encouraging
your child to work to his/her fullest potential. We still have much to cover the last
several weeks. Some of the fourth graders have reached their AR goal for our
last quarter but we need the entire class to meet their goal. Read, Read, Read and
Test, Test, Test. As I keep repeating, Accelerated Reader is a requirement and it
counts as a Reading Test Grade and a fun and yummy trip to the Dairy Queen.
Thank you to those parents who sent in items for our "Martin Mart." The students
have had a blast learning sales tax, how to use a coupon, counting change, and
how to write a check.
Today, we began our West Virginia history unit and we will be learning lots of interesting facts about our beautiful state.
Again, thank you for the wonderful support you give to me and my fourth graders.
God Bless everyone and have a wonderful and safe Easter break. Happy Easter
from the fourth grade class.
A little note from the St. Francis Choir:
Parents, please help your child memorize the words for our musical. The dinner/show
is titled, "O Chicken of Little Faith." Please mark your calendar, Tuesday, May 14,
2019. The spaghetti dinner will be from 5:00-6:45pm and the show will begin at
7:00pm. We have an awesome cast of 61 voices and you won't want to miss it. Details to follow. A huge thank you to Erin Vriendt for organizing an awesome fundraiser
and to all who supported it.

Fifth Grade News—Ms. S.
I hope everyone had a great March! Fifth grade students have been doing a
fantastic job at fundraising for their trip! I have heard so many great things about how
hard they worked during the Fish Fries. Way to go! Next month is our fifth grade trip,
fifth grade graduation, fifth grade dinner, and May Crowning.
Our fifth grade trip will be on Thursday, May 16th and Friday, May 17th. Our fifth
grade dinner will be on Thursday, May 23rd at Angela’s on the River. Fifth grade
Graduation Mass will be on Thursday, May 23rd. I will be sending home invitations for
the events so everyone knows exactly when and where everything will be
held. Please send back your dinner invitations by May 13th.
If anyone has any questions, feel free to e-mail me at vsikora@sfswv.com.

